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times with monarchical, Parliamentary, and military government. At the beginning of the war he was a member of Parliament, chiefly noted for his passionate Calvinism and his cousinship to Hampden and others of the popular leaders. He was the son of a Huntingdon squire, the cadet of a very rich family which had acquired huge properties at the dissolution of the monasteries and had stood well in royal favour ever since. Oliver's uncle, the head of the family, having overspent himself, partly in lavish entertainment of King James, had to sell his large house near Huntingdon to one of the Montagus, when Oliver was a young man ; and these facts have a certain bearing on his character. His horror of Popery, which reached at times a hysterical mania, was natural in the descendant of a family whose wealth, position, and civilisation dated from the spoliation of the monasteries. To such a family the Reformation, sixty years before Oliver's birth, was indeed a change from darkness to light; and the fear of material darkness again engulfing his little world must have been interwoven with his vision of the Popish menace.
That his uncle had wasted the estate in entertainment of royalty may have given a grudging turn to Cromwell's thoughts of the King, and that the estate had been sold to the Montagus certainly made him hostile to that family, one of whose members, the Earl of Manchester, was a general in the Parliamentary army. But, though Cromwell's animosities were clear enough, his aspirations were for the moment limited to perfecting the military arm with a view to a decisive defeat of the King in the field. The means of establishing